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Principal’s Message  
I’ve been a part of 10 different “first days of school” across three different buildings since I’ve been a 
principal in Lapeer and I have to say this year may have been the smoothest. Of course there is always 
going to be confusion as far as students knowing where to go, schedules, and basic procedures, but 
for the most part everything went very well. As we move through the next few days I expect any 
minor issues that may exist to improve.  I’m looking forward to a great year and getting to know our 
8th grade students.  

Introducing Associate Principal Cayla Dowdall  
Hello Zemmer Families!  
It is with both pride and excitement that I write to you as the new Associate Principal and Athletic 
Director for Zemmer Middle School. I could not be more thrilled to join the Lapeer team! I would like 
to take this opportunity to share more about myself. Prior to accepting this position, I taught in 
Davison for 11 years. I am a graduate of the University of Michigan Flint, where I earned my Master’s 
Degree in Public Administration. I live in Davison with my husband, Tom, and our two children, Raegan 
(9) and Tommy (5). As a mom myself, I fully promise that each student who walks through the doors 
of Zemmer will be treated as my own. I feel very strongly that it does take a village to raise a child. I 
look forward to being a part of that village and partnering with you in your child’s educational and 
athletic journey. Please feel free to reach out to me at any time I can be of assistance.  
cayla.dowdall@lapeerschools.org 

Covid-19  
Since the last newsletter there have been no updates with regard to district Covid-19 procedures and 
policies. The district continues to work closely with other school districts in the county as well as the 
Health Department to ensure we are navigating the Pandemic safely and appropriately while trying to 
maximize learning for all of our students. Please go the district webpage at www.lapeerschools.org for 
any updates.  

Student Schedules 
One downside to the beginning of the school year at the secondary level is schedule changes and 
adjustments. Unfortunately, this is unavoidable. As is usually the case, the school does not have 
accurate student counts until after the first couple of days of school when we have a better idea of 
students that have dropped over the summer.  
While we have had few schedule changes to date, I do anticipate a larger number of changes next 
week as we continue to level out class sizes and place students appropriately. Our goal is to keep class 
sizes down and equitable. Any student who is receiving a schedule change will be called down to the 
counseling office where they will be given a new schedule. You can always see the most updated 
schedule by looking on Powerschool.  

Teacher Communication  
Teachers may be contacted by using their email address at Zemmer 8/9 Campus. This is a quick and 
easy way to keep in touch with your child’s individual instructors as well as all staff members. All 
Lapeer staff members will have different email addresses than they have had in the past. Email 
addresses will now typically be their first name, a period, their last name @lapeerschools.org.  
Example: (Jane Smith) jane.smith@lapeerschools.org 

 
 

Mark Your 
Calendar! 
September 3/6 
 No School  

- Labor Day Weekend 

September 8 
 PAC Meeting 

- 7:30am in Media 
Center 

September 9 
 Student Council  

- Paperwork Due  

September 23 
 Picture Retakes  

- Order forms in office  

September 24 & 27 
 No School - Year-

Round Students Only 
 
 

http://zemmer.lapeerschools.org/
mailto:cayla.dowdall@lapeerschools.org
http://www.lapeerschools.org/
mailto:jane.smith@lapeerschools.org
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Office Hours & Phone Numbers 
Regular office hours at Zemmer 8/9 Building are 7am - 3:30pm. To facilitate a prompt response 
to telephone calls, direct lines are provided.  The telephone numbers are as follows: 

Main Office     667-2413 
Attendance Office    667-2413 x3402 
Counseling Office   
Mrs. Spisz (Counselor (A-K)  667-2413 x3410   
Mrs. Vanooteghem (Counselor (L-Z)  667-2413 x3409  
Dean of Students, Jack Chittle  667-2413 x3405 (Discipline Related Issues) 
Associate Principal – Cayla Dowdall  667-2413 x3404 (Athletics/Discipline) 
Principal – Dr. Jeff Stanton  667-2413 x3403 
The building opens at 7am.  After school, students should leave the building by 2:15pm unless 
involved in a supervised activity or class. The Media Center and the cafeteria are open until 
3:25pm for students who need space to work.   

 
 

PAC Meetings 
(Parent Advisory Council) 
Each month we hold a PAC meeting 
at Zemmer.  The PAC is different than 
a PTC in that we focus on academics 
and other matters that are directly 
related to the school day, rather than 
fundraisers or other events.  Any 
parent is welcome to attend.  We 
plan on alternating face-to-face 
meetings with Zoom meetings this 
year. Our first PAC meeting will be 
face-to-face on September 8th in the 
Zemmer Media Center.  

 
Student Meals 
Student meals will be served 
beginning the first day of school.  
Breakfast and lunch will be free for 
ALL STUDENTS this year regardless 
of lunch qualifying status. The 
district had their grant that was in 
place last year extended for this year 
to allow for that.   
We ask that all families to apply for 
free and reduced lunches. This 
process is required by the State of 
Michigan for Title I and 31a purposes. 
If you have not done so already, you 
may also access the application 
online at lunchapp.com. 

Paraprofessionals Needed  
Are you looking for a rewarding job 
that allows you to work with students 
at Lapeer Community Schools?  Then 
please apply for an instructional 
paraprofessional position. 
Paraprofessionals work with special 
education students to support their 
learning goals. To apply for a position 
please go  to 
https://www.applitrack.com/gcaps/o
nlineapp/default.aspx? 
choosedistrict=true&applitrackclient=
733 OR contact our human resources 
department at (810) 538-1602.  
 

One-to-One With Chromebooks  
As was previously shared, Zemmer is now a “one-to-one” school.  
What this means is every student who needs a Chromebook will  
be issued one this week.  We are currently working on getting all  
students logged into their new Gmail accounts. Chomebooks are essentially like a textbook 
for all their classes as every teacher will have a Google Classroom.  
It is very important that students are bringing a charged Chromebook daily to school. 
One fully charged Chromebook will last the entire school day without needing to be 
recharged. Please help students remember to charge them before they go to bed at night 
so they can fully participate the following day. Having a set place to charge them, as well as 
making it part of their nightly routine, will help ensure this.  

Pick-up and Drop-off  
Zemmer is just like every other school in that the pick-up and drop-off times can be 
extremely busy. With the new start time being 7:25 a.m. this year, that is the case even 
more. The busiest time will always be about 10 minutes before the start of school so if you 
are dropping off right at 7:00 a.m. you will probably get in and out the fastest.  
Please follow the procedure and stay in the loop for both drop-off and pick-up. You can 
also park in the lot and allow your student to cross at the crosswalk to get to your vehicle. 
Also, be sure to watch out for students who are crossing the loop, particularly in the 
morning when visibility is not great. We have reminded all students to make sure they are 
crossing at the crosswalk only to help with this. Do NOT park in the doctor’s office lots on 
the east side of the building. Please see the last page of this newsletter for specifics.  

Powerschool  
PowerSchool’s user-friendly and easy-to-navigate interface provides a convenient way to 
check your student’s grades, attendance, school bulletins, notes from teachers, and any 
missing assignments.  We highly recommend enabling the e-mail notifications in Power 
School to automatically receive daily, weekly, every other week, or monthly updates via e-
mail.  This eliminates the need to log into PowerSchool to check your student’s progress 
and attendance. 
If you currently do not have Internet access at home, we encourage you to access 
PowerSchool via computers at a public library or via a mobile device with the 
“PowerSchool for Parents” App.  The website for PowerSchool is 
powerschool.lapeerschools.org.  Please do not add “www” to the beginning of the website. 
If you have previously accessed your student’s information via PowerSchool, your Access 
ID and Password are the same.  If you have never used PowerSchool, you will need your 
Access ID and Password from Zemmer.  You may stop in the school office or call to get this 
information.  

http://lunchapp.com/
https://www.applitrack.com/gcaps/onlineapp/default.aspx?choosedistrict=true&applitrackclient=733
https://www.applitrack.com/gcaps/onlineapp/default.aspx?choosedistrict=true&applitrackclient=733
https://www.applitrack.com/gcaps/onlineapp/default.aspx?choosedistrict=true&applitrackclient=733
https://www.applitrack.com/gcaps/onlineapp/default.aspx?choosedistrict=true&applitrackclient=733


 

 

ZEMMER 8/9 Campus September 2021 

 

8th Grade Sports Schedules 

 

 

 

Athletic Updates 
Cayla Dowdall 

Associate Principal/Athletic 
Director 

Zemmer 8/9 Campus 
810-667-2413 

cayla.dowdall@lapeerschools.org 
  
For information regarding Freshman, 
JV, and Varsity athletics, contact 
District Athletic Director, Shad Spilski: 
shadwin.spilski@lapeerschools.org – 
810-667-2423 

Middle School Cross Country:  
Our 6th-8th grade Cross Country 
runners will be practicing daily at 
Rolland-Warner from 4:30-6:00. 
Thank you to our coaches, Ken 
Baginski and Kevin Moses, we are 
looking forward to a great 
season.  Good Luck runners!!  

8th Grade Girls Basketball:  
Our 8th grade girls basketball team 
will be practicing daily at Zemmer 
from 3:30 to 5:30. Thank you to our 
coach, Kent Meister, for leading the 
girls this season. Good luck girls!!  

8th Grade Football:  
Our 8th grade football team will be 
practicing daily at Zemmer from 
3:45-5:30. Thank you to coaches 
Lenny Gosciniak and Kyle Rasmussen 
for coaching the team this season. 
Good luck to our football team!  

8th Grade Sideline Cheer:  
Our 8th grade cheer team will be 
practicing at CFI each day from 4:30-
6:30. Welcome to our Varsity Coach, 
Stacey Beane, who will also be 
coaching our 8th graders this year. 
We look forward to watching you 
cheer this season!  

After School Supervision: 
Student Athletes who practice after 
school will be expected to report to 
the cafeteria by 2:15, and remain in 
the cafeteria until coaches arrive for 
practice. During this time, Lori Davis, 
a building paraprofessional will 
monitor students. Students have 
been encouraged to complete any 
homework or studying that needs to 
be finished during this time.  

mailto:shadwin.spilski@lapeerschools.org


Zemmer Campus Dropoff/Pickup Procedure (North Parking Lot)

X X

- ONLY DROP YOUR CHILD OFF OR PICK THEM UP AT THE CURB IN THE DROPOFF/PICKUP ZONE
- Pull in to East driveway of Zemmer Campus
- Pull through to the back row of the North Parking Lot (follow black arrows)
- Do not pull through middle lane unless you are parking and getting out
- Stay right and follow the arrows until you get to the Dropoff/Pickup Zone (green box), pull as far 

forward as you can in the Dropoff/Pickup Zone, park, and let your child out/in.
- Dropoff/Pickup your child where you enter the Dropoff/Pickup zone, don’t wait until you’re at the door
- Make sure your child is ready to quickly get out of the car when you get to the Dropoff Zone so traffic 

can keep moving 
- Always have your child get in and out of the passenger side of the vehicle
- The Dropoff Zone will be designated with orange cones
- Once you let your child out, stay to the right and follow traffic out. If there is a car stopped

in the Dropoff Zone, you can carefully pass on the left and then merge back over

DROPOFF/PICKUP ZONE


